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THE  1994 
AGRICULTURE 
AMBASSADOR 
SCHOOL  FAIR 

More  than  just  another  fair  day! 

i       ombine  1,300  kids,  some  1,400  artistic 

I  1  creations,  a  flock  of  sheep,  a  gaggle  of  geese,  a 

ferrier,  an  auctioneer,  and  two  days  of  agricultural  fun 
and  learning,  and  what  do  you  get?  One  real  hum- 
dinger of  an  agricultural  fair  -  that's  for  sure! 

The  1994  Agricultural  Ambassador  School 
Fair  in  Camrose,  February  24th  and  25th,  has  come 
and  gone  -  and  what  a  fair  it  was!  As  predicted  this 
year's  Fair  far  surpassed  all  expectation!  In  terms 
of  participation,  over  1,900  students  submitted  Fair 
entries.  That  is  nearly  double  last  years'  participation! 
Of  these,  over  230  were  awarded  for  their  outstanding 
creativity!  Four  lucky  winners  (Division  One,  Devin 
Fletcher  of  St.  Patricks  RCS  in  Taber,  Division  Two 
and  Three  respectively,  Michelle  and  Lanette  Prediger 
of  St.  Patrick  School  in  Camrose,  and  Division  Four, 
Rhoda  Gross  of  Athabasca  Colony  School  in  Athabasca) 
received  the  Divisional  High  Point  Award  -  an  all- 
expense  paid  weekend  trip  to  Calgary,  sponsored  by 
Alberta  Pool,  for  themselves 
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Camrose  area  student  takes  to  the  shears  at  Fair! 


Enviro  Appreciation  Program 


^Iberra 

AGRICULTURE 
Education  Branch 


At  Alberta  4-H  Centre! 

The4-H  Foundation  of  Alberta 
is  proud  to  offer  an  environmental 
Appreciation  Camp  for  schools  at  the 
Alberta  4-H  Centre.  The  camp  en- 
courages grade  5  and  6  students  to 
learn  about  the  natural  and  human 
history  of  Battle  Lake,  while  instilling 
values  and  skills  designed  to  build 
environmentally-aware  citizens  of  the 
future. 


There  is  no  better  place  for  a 
camp  like  this,  than  the  unique  site  of  the 
Alberta  4-H  Centre.  It  is  situated  on  143 
acres  of  scenic  lakeshorc  and  is  equipped 
with  a  modem  dormitory,  a  rustic  Envi- 
ronmental Centre  for  indoor  activites,  a 
comfortable  lodge  for  dining  and  gather- 
ing, a  beach  area,  several  kilometres  of 
trails  and  plenty  of  sports  facilities. 

cont'd  on  Page  3 


2nd  Floor,  7000-  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6 
FAX  (403)  438-3362    Phone  (403)  427-2402 


Ambassador  Fair  cont'd 


10  Easy  Steps  to  Fair  Success! 


and  their  families.  Congratulations  to  all  you  winners  on 
your  terrific  accomplishments! 

This  year  the  Fair  was  open  for  school  tours  for  two 
full  days !  In  all,  over  1 ,300  kids  from  the  Camrose  area  were 
able  to  see  and  partake  in  all  the  Fair  fun  and  festivities.  A 
special  thanks  to  all  the  Fair's  volunteer  tour  guides  from 
Bawlf,  Bashaw,  Hay  Lakes  and  New  Norway  schools.  They 
did  a  terrific  job  leading  the  troops  of  kids  through  the  fair 
venue  to  check  out  all  the  student  entries,  industry  displays, 
and  the  special  entertainment  hour  (sponsored  by  the  Alberta 
Barley  Commission)!  Rest  assured,  a  fun  time  was  had  by 
everyone! 

A  special  feature  of  this  year's  Fair  was  the 
Mini -Teachers'  Conference.  After  an  evening  of  food  and 
sociahzing  (...of  course,  it  was  all  strictly  for  educational 
purposes!)  the  participant  teachers,  representing  ail  regions 
of  Alberta,  went  headlong  into  a  day  of  agricultural/educa- 
tional professional  development.  Informative  keynote  ad- 
dresses and  presentations  by  Alberta  Pool  and  Alberta  Pork 
Producers,  along  with  a  series  of  12  different  Round  Table 
sharing  sessions  allowed  teachers  to  network  with  and 
gather  educational  resources  from  a  variety  of  agriculture 
industry  representatives.  After  a  delicious  meal  provided  by 
the  Alberta  Pork  Producers,  the  teachers  had  a  chance  to  tour 
the  Fair  venue,  check  out  all  the  student  Fair  entries  and  see 
how  other  Alberta  teachers  had  successfully  incorporated 
agriculture  into  the  curriculum  and  their  own  classrooms. 

A  huge  thank-you  is  due  to  the  Alberta  Pool,  the  main 
sponsor  of  Agriculture  Ambassador  Program  and  Fair.  Says 
AITC  Program  Coordinator,  Betty  Gabert,  "Really,  a  lot  of 
credit  goes  out  to  the  continued  support  of  the  agriculture 
sector,  educators  and  the  hosting  community  of  Camrose. 
Without  them  there  would  be  Fair." 

Thanks  to  everyone,  from  all  of  us  at  the  AITC  and 
Agriculture  Ambassador  Program,  for  helping  make  the 
Fair  the  great  success  that  it  was!  We  look  forward  to  seeing 
you  all  again  next  year! 

by  Clare  Stott 


Dear  Sir  or  Madam; 


I  would  like  to  thank  your  office  for  the  opporiuniiy  that 
was  provided  for  our  information  and  enjoyment  through  your 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Program  on  February  24,  1994. 

The  thing  I  especially  enjoyed  was  the  auction.  It  was  neat 
when  the  man  who  did  the  sheep  shearing  did  the  fast  auction 
talk.  I  also  liked  the  Mallard  duck,  the  sheep  herding  dog,  the 
horse  named  Bimbo,  the  sheep,  and  the  guard  donkey. 

This  was  a  very  helpful  and  fun  field  trip  for  our  class. 

Sincerely, 

Alicia  Vandenberg 

Charlie  Killam  School,  Camrose 


So  you  think  you'd  like  to  start  up  your  own  school 
agriculture  Fair?  Well,  here  are  some  helpful  hints  (a  la 
Connie  Dersch  Gunderson,  Fort  MacLeod  teacher)  to  make 
your  adventure  a  little  more  fun  for  you  and  everyone  involved! 


Establish  goals  (a  purpose) 

-  who  do  you  want  to  affect?  and  how? 


Attain  the  support  of  related  support  groups. 
Seek  out  those  who  are  most  interested  and  dedi- 
cated to  agriculture,  education  and  fun! 

-  schools,  ae.  societies,  AITC 


Calculate  the  costs  and  balance  them  with  the 
funding  available. 


Attend  other  School  Fairs  to  see  what's  been  done 
and  what's  still  be  be  done.  Make  yours  the  best 
Fair  yet! 

-  check  other  fair  programs  and  brainstorm  on 
ideas  and  activities  that  can  work  for  you! 


Seek  out  your  resource  people. 

-  ensure  that  resource  people  reflect  as  many 
aspects  of  agriculture  as  possible  and 
represent  a  balanced  bias  to  the  Fair-goers 


Book  displayers  and  entertainers. 

-  give  them  your  WHOs,  WHATs,  WHEREs, 
WHYs,  and  WHENs  and  get  theirs  in 
return.  (How  much  space  will  they  require? 
Will  they  require  A.V.  equipment?  How 
much  time  will  they  need?) 


Put  together  an  agenda  and  layout  of  displays 

-  Once  all  is  established,  spread  the  word! 
Let  everyone  know  about  your  Fair! 
Schools,  Community  groups,  parents, 
grandparents.  The  more  the  merrier! 


8 


A  week  before  the  Fair 

-  confirm  all  your  displayers,  performers  and 
facility  arrangements 


The  night  before 

-  set  up  tables,  stages,  etc.  according  to  your 
layout  and  lists. 

-  attend  to  any  last  minute  details  that  may 
be  over  looked  once  the  hectic  pace  of  Fair 
Day  has  begun! 
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10 


Get  lots  of  sleep  for  tomorrow  -  its  Fair-time! 


And  now  just  sit  back  and  enjoy  yourself.  Don't  get 
caught  up  in  the  little  mishaps.  Things  can,  and  invariably  will 
go  wrong!  Roll  with  the  punches  and  make  the  most  of  whatever 
happens!  Only  you  will  know  what  has  gone  wrong. ..from 
others  you'll  only  hear  about  what  went  terrifically  RIGHT! 

Good  Luck! 


Environmental  Appreciation  cont'd 


The  camp  activities  are  multi- 
disciplinary,  blending  science,  social 
studies,  language  arts,  physical  educa- 
tion, music,  drama  and  art.  Canoeing 
the  lake,  hiking  the  trails,  recreating  the 
erosion  process  and  participating  in 
native  cultural  traditions  all  combined 
witli  eductional  objectives,  make  learn- 
ing a  fun  camp  experience. 

The  Environmental  Apprecia- 
tion Camp  was  made  possible  by  a  grant 
from  the  Environmental  Partners  Fund. 
The  program  was  designed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  4-H  Foundation  of 
Alberta  with  support  from  Edmonton 
Catholic  Schools. 

If  you  are  interested  in  enrolling 
yoiu"  school  in  the  Environmental  Ap- 
preciation Program,  call  us  today.  Book- 
ings are  now  being  accepted  for  Sep- 
tember/October 1994  and  May/June 
1995.  You  can  choose  from  a  3  day 
camp  or  stay  for  4  days  with  an  action 
filled  overnight  campout  under  the  stars. 


For  booking  arrangements  or 
more  information  please  contact: 

Vicki  Berger 

4-H  Foundation  of  Alberta 
Box  550 

Edmonton,  AB  T5J  2K8 
Phone:  (403)427-2541 


The  Alberta  4-H  Centre  is  also 
available  for  retreats,  conferences  and 
family  reunions.  Our  site  managers, 
Vern  and  Shirley  Schneider,  682-2153, 
would  be  pleased  to  provided  you  with 
more  details. 


Come  Share  the  E^xperience! 


The  Shape  of  Things  to  Come! 
What's  Up  for  Agriculture  Ambassadors? 


JUNE 


Summer  begins !  It's  lime  lo  recover  from  ihe 
hectic  pace  of  the  past  month. ..so,  sit  back 
and  lounge  in  a  suimy,  warm  spot!  AITC  has 
nothing  planned  for  you  just  yet... 


SEPTEMBER 


JULY 


1994  Summer  Agriculture  Education  Insti- 
tute, Fairview  July  10th  to  17lh  at  Fairview 
College.  A  week  jam-packed  with  lots  of  fun, 
learning  and  professional  development.  Rave 
reviews  all  around.  May  fill  up  fast  so  apply 
ASAP! 


AUGUST 


Time  to  recover  from  the  Institute 
and  start  thinking  about  the  new 
school  year!  (Yikes!  So  SOON?) 
AITC  staff  will  be  as  busy  as  bees 
getting  ready  for  your  return  ... 
back  to  the  books! 


First  bell  of  the  year,  and  all  those  bright  little  faces  will  come  rushing  into  the  classroom 
eager  to  learn!  No  doubt  your  desk  will  be  brimming  with  apples!  Keep  your  eyes  peeled 
(excuse  the  pun!)  for  the  appearance  of  these  new  and  improved  resource  materials  in  your 
mailbox: 

*  Fall  Newsletter,  1994 

*  1994  AITC  Resource  Listing  -  revised  and  updated  from  last  year.  Full  of  exciting  new 

resources  to  help  you  bring  agriculture  into  your  classroom. 

*  1995  Agriculture  Ambassador  Prize  List-  the  who-what- where- whens  T.B.A.,  F.Y.I 

at  a  later  date. 


LATER  IN  THE  FALL 


The  long  awaited  1992  Summer 
Agricultural  Education  Institute 
Teacher  Handbook  -  designed 
especially  for  teachers  by 
teachers!  And  much  more! 


The  AITC  staff  would  like  to  wish  you  all  a  terrific  summer!  We  '11  see  you 
in  the  fall  with  even  more  agricultural  fun,  frolic,  and  information! 

Cheers! 


^Hi  HANGIN' 


^oim  of  vim  is  nktin. 
\^saMPi€a5S{i  to  Albert  Einstein}^ 

^^imagimtian  is  more  imp&rtsimS 
than  knmk^ge.'' 

/^A  lot  0f  di$uppomte4 pe^pk  hme  h0en\ 

U^t  standing  on  the  cormr  watting  for  the 
\^mark04Petfi0Ction"*DomiidK0nn04yj  | 

Creative  Graffiti 


A  Special 
Congratulations 

goes  out  to 

Caro!  Breitkreutz 

of  Saint  Patrick  School,  Camrose 

and 

Bob  Johncox 

of  Rimbey  Junior  and 
Sensor  High,  Rimbey 

for  their  having  received  the  1994  Daryl 
Chichak  Award  of  Merit. 

Three  cheers  and  many  thanks  to 
you  both  for  your  continued  support  of 
AITC  and  your  unfledging  dedication  to 
bringing  themes  of  agricultural  awareness 
and  education  into  your  classrooms.  Keep 
up  the  EXCEPTIONAL  WORK! 


Piffff*Q8£ 


An  award  wmnlng,  creative  Agriculture  Fair  entry! 
Class  20B,  Division  3  award  winner! 


Farm  Rap 


There  are  many  things. 
On  a  farm, 

I  will  Write  about  some. 
So  don't  have  alarm. 

You've  heard  about  the  cows. 
Grazing  like  crazy. 
And  about  the  cowboys. 
Where  the  sun  is  blazy. 

That  was  the  past. 

This  is  the  present. 

Now  they  use  the  name  rancher 

Not  in  resent. 

Many  people  have  said. 
That  you  must  go  slow. 
But  if  you  don't  do  that. 
Your  topsoil  will  go. 

Now  my  friend  is  making  water  seepage, 
The  present  ways  should  be  changed. 
The  main  reason  I  say  this  is. 
That  if  we  don't  our  water  will  look  strange! 

I  once  said  farmers  need  more  money. 
Now  they  have  gotten  a  little  more, 
NAFTA  is  coming  and 
people  are  going  overboard. 

Too  many  farms  are  being  lost. 
For  the  economy  that  is  a  big  cost. 
How  come  Ottawa  isn't 
Doing  anything  to  tell  bankrupsy 
To  get  lost! 

Things  can  be  done  with  tractors. 
They  could  be  made  to  float. 
So  they  wouldn't  damage, 
Any  good  oats. 

Many  families  are  still  farming. 
So  help  out  and  give  your  support. 
But  lots  of  farm  made  products. 
And  don't  cut  farmers  short. 

So  the  next  time  you  drive  by  a  farm, 
Take  a  close  up  look. 
At  some  of  the  things. 
That  you  might  cook. 

By:  Nathan  Wutzke 
Age:  12  Grade:  8 
Tilley  School,  Tilley 


Information  Overload  -  to  be  continued 


So  far,  "Information  Overload" 
has  discussed  the  challenge  of  sifting 
through  and  making  sense  of  an  abun- 
dance of  information  on  any  given 
topic.  Very  often,  information  avail- 
able on  a  single  subject  will  explore  a 
variety  of  "truths"  from  the  perspective 


of  many  different  stakeholders.  Such 
diversity  of  opinion  can  be  confusing  to 
a  student  introduced  to  a  new  subject. 

Issues  are  going  to  be  a  regular 
part  of  our  students'  hves.  The  ability  to 
deal  with  these  issues  and  the  skills  of 
critical  thinking  can  and  should  be  first 


learned  in  the  low-risk,  educational 
setting  of  the  classroom.  Look  for 
some  innovative  strategies  for  dealing 
with  issues  and  "Information  Overload" 
in  our  Fall  Newsletter. 

by  Betty  Gabert 


The  Making  of  a  Rosey  Resource! 

Spring  has  sprung!  'Tis  the  season  of  growth,  experience  and  learning.  If  you  can  manage  to  get  your  students  settled 
down  from  the  outdoor  excitement  of  recess-time,  an  AITC  lesson  plan  may  be  the  perfect  medium  for  bringing  a  Uttle  growth, 
experience  and  learning  into  your  classroom! 

Before  subjecting  your  students  to  new  lessons  you  would  probably  Uke  to  familiarize  yourself  with  many  of  the 
possible  educational  materials.  To  make  that  familiarization  process  a  httle  easier,  here's  a  little  verse  to  get  you  better 
acquainted  with  what  is  involved  with  Ag  in  the  Classroom  resource  development. 


What  Is  in  an  AITC  Resource? 


A  resource  by  any  other  name  surely  wouldn't  be  as  sweet? 
'Tis  true! 

Yet,  how  do  these  beauties  take  root? 

In  the  beginning:  Someone  is  struck  by  a  lightning  bolt  of  ingenuity  and  creativity. 
"The  perfect  idea  for  the  perfect  lesson"  begins  to  take  shape.  The  brightest  flowers 
will  attract  the  busiest  bees! 

Once  the  seed  has  been  planted,  the  showers  of  a  brainstorm  or  two  nurture  it. 
Ideas  flow  like  honey,  and  plenty  of  research  allows  it  to  take  the  recognizable  shape 
of  a  flourishing  lesson  plan. 

Once  bloomed,  its  form  and  brilliance  is  imprinted  on  paper. 

But  truly,  this  lesson  plan,  is  it  a  rose?  That  is  the  question! 

Once  embossed  on  paper,  it  is  time  for  the  test  -  the  test  of  time  and  authenticity. 

Like  the  scrutinizing  eye  of  the  botanist,  the  AITC  Steering  Committee  (A  swarm  of 

12+  persons  well-versed  in  themes  of  agriculture  and  education)  partakes  in  the 

careful  observation  of  each  resource. 

Does  it  meet  all  the  criteria....  as  stem  and  petals  to  form,  and  stamine  and  anther 
to  content...  Are  all  the  relevant  components  (Educational  and  Agricultural  alike) 
present?  Are  all  the  thorns  pared  down  so  as  not  to  snag  unnecessarily ,  while  still 
leaving  the  beauty  and  substance  for  the  eyes  of  the  beholder? 
And  if  it  is  not  a  rose,  but  a  daisy?  If  not  a  true  Rosaceae  the  subject  at  hand  is 
reclassified  arui  revaluated  accordingly.  Another,  more  appropriate  observer  is 
brought  in.  (Surely  a  cattle  specialist  is  better  versed  in  beef  production  than  is  an 
environmental  specialist?) 

That  which  is  afforded  the  seal  of  approval  is  ready  for  public  display.  Not  glass 
encased,  but  coil  bound,  the  roses  are  preserved.  Specimens  of  educational  interest 
and  beauty  -  all  of  them  ready  to  be  shared  with  your  class  -  those  busy,  ever- 
learning  bees! 


If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  any  of  our  resources,  their  development,  their  form  or  their  content,  please,  feel  free 
to  give  us  a  call! !!  We'd  be  more  than  happy  to  give  you  any  information  that  we  can!  If  not,  enjoy  Spring  and  be  sure  to  stop 
and  smell  the  roses! 
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Agriculture 
in  the 
Classroom 


The  Agriculture 
Newsletter  for 
Teachers 


FALL  1994 


Resources  are  here! 


The  1994  AITC  Resource  List  is  up  for  grabs. 
Everything  you  wanted  to  know  about  agriculture  but 
didn't  know  where  to  find  it  is  listed  in  an  easy  to  read 
format. 

Imagine,  all  the  resources  you  need  in  one  little 
book.  The  List  will  guide  you  to  where  your  resource 
is.  It  includes  a  breakdown  of  topics  by  division, 
including  resources  suitable  for  all  ages,  adults  and 
special  education  classes. 

Browse  through  it.  You'll  be  surprised  at  what 
you'll  find  and  where  you'll  find  it.  Order  another  one 
and  share  it  with  a  friend.  ^ 

Grab  your  resources 
and  run 

Now  that  you  have  the  resource  listing,  pick  a 
topic,  any  topic,  and  work  it.  Agricultural  themes  are 
great.  And  let  us  tell  you  why.... 

1)  You  can  apply  an  agricultural  theme  across  the 
entire  curriculum.  The  AITC  Handbooks  attest  to 
that.  They  have  lesson  plans  for  everyone.  Whether 
you  teach  kindergarten  or  grade  12. 

2)  The  options  for  a  teaching  strategy  are  endless.  You 
could  do  class  sessions,  independent  studies.. ..You 
are  limited  only  by  your  imagination. 


/dibcrra 

AGRICULTURE 
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For  years,  teachers  have  marvelled  over  the  wealth  of 
information  in  the  Resource  List.  The  1994  List  maintains 
our  tradition  of  providing  you  with  excellent  resources! 

3)  You  have  a  phenomenal  resource  network  at  your 
disposal. 

4)  The  agricultural  community  is  tremendously  support- 
ive of  agricultural  education,  y 


Resource  Location  Chart 

Page  2 

INSIDE 

Grey  Hair? 

Page  2 

Quick  Picks 

Page  3 

THIS 

What  have  YOU  done? 

Page  3 

ISSUE 

Suggestions 

Page  3 

AITC  Update 

Page  4 

Calendar  of  Events 

Page  5 

Hangin'  In 

Page  6 

2nd  Floor,  7000-  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6 
FAX  (403)  438-3362     Phone  (403)  427-2402 


Resource  Finder 


Where  to  get  what  you  want 


Agin  the  United  Farmers  „    ,  United  Grain  Sherritt  Barley 

,  ...  Alberta  Pool  ^  Rehabilitation  ' 

Classroom  of  Alberta  Growers  ^  .    .  .       .  Fertilizer  Commission 

Administration 


Lesson  Plans 

Teachers' 

Contact  AITC                                                                                                             Guide  available 
427-2171  atanyPFR.A 

office 

Resource  Lists 

Contact  AITC 
427-2171 

Agriculture 
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Edm  485-2449 

^         ,                                                   Karen  Wronko                Contact  any                ,  „  ,  ,   Contact 

_    .   ..,-T-r-                 Contact  Jim                                                                                     ^    „   '                1-800-661-7809                   ^  . 
Contact  AITC                      ,,,                      „,                                                               PFRA  office  as                 .  Andrea 
^27-^-'^'                     Jlln                P^*-- 200-4910                                                                                Agronomy  ^^^^^^ 

250-7200                       Listing  291-9111 

Listing  of 
Alberta 

Business/ 
Outlets 

District                                                                                   Contact  AITC 
Specialists  List               Contact  AITC               Contact  AITC                  427-2171  ai'tc' 
Available                     427-2171                     427-2171                   forlistingof                   427  2171 
427-2171  elevators 

Agriculture 
Products  and 
Samples 

Contact  nearest              Contact  nearest  ^ 
,  ,^ .                           r,    ,      .                    Contact  nearest 
UFA  store  as                Pool  outlet  as  , 

„   .                          „   .                    elevator  as  per 
per  Business                per  Business               ,    .  , 
...                           .  .                         business  listing 
Listing  Listing 

Special 
Programs 

^   .    .     ,  Entrepreneur 
Gram  Academy  . 

Guest  Speaker                                                   Contact                                                     „  .  ,  ,. 

^    ^       1  Guidelines 
Suggestions                                                Tim  Kennedy,                                                     ^^5  33^^ 

427-2171  Curator 

263-4594 

292-4922 

Special 
Programs 

Farm 

,  Information 
Videos 

421-2171  ^y'*""' 

460-3403 

Dan  Mulbach 

Any  organization  listed  in  the  Resource  Listing  would  be  interested  in  supporting  your  ag.  theme. 

If  you  know  of  any  other  resource  sources,  let  us  know  and  we'll  pass  that  info  on. 


AAARGH!  Restructuring  gives  me  grey  hair! 

By  Cathy  Wolters,  Communications  Branch,  Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  &  Rural  Development 


You'll  now  find  specialists  in 
Alberta  Agriculture's  district 
offices.  Those  offices  are  still  the 
first  place  you  can  go  for  any  type 
of  agricultural  information. 

Access  to  services  and  informa- 
tion are  still  available  from  all  the 
52  district  offices.  All  you  need  to 
do  is  call  or  visit  your  local  office  to 
be  put  in  contact  with  the  specialist 
who  can  provide  the  quality  infor- 
mation you  need. 


Changing  the  roles  of  district 
office  staff  ~  from  generalists  to 
specialists  ~  means  staff  can  offer 
more  in-depth  information  to 
farming,  processing  and 
agribusiness  communities.  Every 
district  has  at  least  one  specialist, 
but  specialists  aren't  limited  by 
district  boundaries. 

Referrals  can  go  beyond  the 
department's  offices  to  colleges, 
farms  and  commodity  groups,  agri- 


food  businesses  and  the  federal 
agriculture  department.  It's  a  two- 
way  exchange,  because  those  same 
institutions  and  organizations  will 
also  refer  people  to  Alberta  Agricul- 
ture, y 

For  a  list  of  the  52  district 
offices,  complete  with  phone 
numbers  of  the  district  specialists, 
contact  AITC. 


What  have  you  done  with  me 
lately? 


Handbook 

A  lesson 
plan  for 
everyone! 

What  to  do... 

Mere  are  some  agriculture  theme 
suggestions. 

1 )  Run  your  own  m ini-fair  and 
submit  the  top  entries  to  the 
1995  Ag  Ambassador  Fair. 

2)  Do  a  Rural-Urban  exchange 
or  a  pen  pal  project.  If  you 
are  looking  for  a  partner  call 
AITC. 

3)  Do  a  Fall  Harvest/Business 
Unit.  Resources  available  for 
K-12  include  lessons  on 
business  cycles,  weather 
cycles,  consumer  choices,  etc. 

4)  Do  outdoor  school  yard 
projects.  Relate  them  to 
horticulture. 

5)  Explore  new  resources  and 
independent  options  for  the 
AITC  Resource  Listing.  ^ 


Quick  Picks 

Division  One  -  Agriculture  and  Me 
Plus  -  Activity  4  "Grow  a 
Snack" 

Students  plant  and  grow 
vegetable  seeds  then  record 
the  time  it  takes  to  produce  a 
crop. 

Division  Two  -  Pride  in  Alberta 
Plus  -  Activity  9  "Start  a 
Store"  and  Activity  10 
"Minding  the  Store" 
Students  make  a  list  of 
merchandise  for  a  small  town 
store  then  act  out  the  roles  of 
store  owner,  customers  and 
product  sales  representatives. 

Division  Three  -  Space  Age  Agri- 
culture: Science  -  Activity  1 2 
"Don't  Bug  Me" 
Students  discover  pests  and 
their  habits  using  a 
dicotomous  key. 


A  ITC  Handbooks  have  been 
available  since  1987.  If  you  have 
used  any  of  the  lesson  or  unit 
plans,  please  tell  us,  and  other 
teachers,  how  it  went.  What  were 
your: 

♦  successes; 

♦  challenges; 

♦  strategies  for  success, 

♦  changes/improvements; 

♦  suggestions?   


Division  Four 

Grade  10  -  The  Business  of  Agri- 
culture: Science  -  Activity  5 
"So  How  Good  Is  It  Really?" 
Students  develop  a  grid 
chart  and  use  it  to  evaluate 
an  agricultual  product. 
They  develop  an  under- 
standing of  the  relationship 
between  expectations  of 
consumers  and  responsibili- 
ties of  producers. 

Grade  11  -  The  Business  of 
Agriculture:  Social  Studies 
-  Activity  3  "To  Market,To 
Market,  To  Buy  A..." 
Students  discover  what  trans- 
portation infrastructure  has 
developed  in  Western  Canada 
based  on  the  export  of  primary 
agricultural  products. 


Future  newsletters  will  in- 
clude articles  from  teachers 
that  outlines  their  favourite 
and/or  most  successful 
lessons/units. 

If  you  would  like  to  submit, 
please  include  your  name, 
school, and  contact  number  so 
others  can  use  you  as  a  re- 
source. 


Grade  12  -  The  Business  of 

Agriculture:  Science  -  Activ- 
ity 10  "Food  for  Plants" 
Students  identify  the  need  for 
plant  nutrients  and  learn  how 
inorganic  fertilizers  are  made. 

Video  -  "Alberta.. .a  great  place 
for  agriculture.  "  -  from 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Food  & 
Rural  Development. 
Follow  the  Smith  family  on 
their  summer  tour  of  agricul- 
ture in  Alberta.  They  high- 
light three  of  Alberta's  five 
ecosystems  and  give  an 
excellent  overview  of  Al- 
berta' most  important  indus- 
try. 

The  Handbooks  mentioned  above 
are  available,  free  of  charge,  from 
AITC.  The  video  is  free,  on  loan,  from 
the  Multi-Media  Library  at  Alberta 
Agriculture,  Food  &  Rural  Develop- 
ment. ^ 


Alberta  (and 
BC)  participated 
in  this  year's 
SAEI.  They  were 
treated  to 
industry  tours,  a 
Mini-Ag  Expo, 
an  overnight 
farm  stay,  an 
opening  banquet 
and  much,  much 
more!  You  can 
participate  next 
year.  Look  for 
the  1995  SAEI 
application  in 
January. 


What's  Up? 

Based  on  these  clues,  what  is  it? 

Teachers  in  the  Peace. 

Eight  days. 

Hard  work. 

Hard  play. 

Lots  of  food. 

Lots  of  agriculture. 

You  guessed  it,  the  1994  Sum- 
mer Agricultural  Education 
Institute  (SAEI)  at  Fairview 
College. 

Once  again,  teachers  from  across 
Alberta,  and  even  one  from  BC,  made 
their  way  to  the  Peace  country  for 
eight  days  of  what  can  only  be  called 
fun,  frolic  and  farming. 

From  July  10  to  17,  30  educators 
spent  their  time  and  energy  on 
becoming  vessels  for  agricultural 
awareness.  All  30  of  the  participants 
graduated. 

How  did  it  go?  Cindy  Dixon, 
Assistant  Coordinator  of  the  Ag  in  the 
Classroom  program  and  one  of  the  key 
organizers  of  the  Institute  says,  "It 
went  great!" 

The  SAEI  is  like  no  other 
institute  you've  ever  attended.  Activi- 
ties include  an  Opening  Gala  with  live 
entertainment.  Your  own  trade  fair 
(the  Mini  Ag-Expo)  features  ag 


industry  representatives  from  across 
the  province.  Teachers  are  treated  to 
industry  tours,  an  overnight  stay  on  a 
working  farm  and  a  boat  ride  down  the 
Mighty  Peace. 

Where,  you  ask,  can  I  become  a 
part  of  this  enlightening  and,  no 
doubt,  bonding  experience? 

Lethbridge  Community  College  is 
where  you  can  participate  in  1995. 
The  theme  will  be  Biotech.  Look  for 
dates  and  brochures  in  the  AITC 
January  Newsletter.  X 

Ag  Ambassador  Program 

Coordinator  Cindy  Dixon,  will 
begin  recruiting  again  in  September. 
The  focus  for  this  school  year  will  be 
teachers  from  Edmonton  and  north. 
"We  will  be  calling  every  school,"  says 
Dixon,  "to  ask  them  to  nominate  an 
ambassador." 

AITC  will  be  one  of  your  part- 
ners. We  will  help  you  and  your 
colleagues  with  resources  and  ideas. X 

Ag  Ambassador  Fair 

Look  for  big  changes  in  the  Ag 
Ambassador  Fair  this  year. 

New  location.  New  dates  (April). 
New  attractions.  But  the  same  old  fiin 
and  hands-on  learning. 


The  official  Prize  List  will  be 
mailed  out  with  the  AITC  Christmas 
Newsletter  in  November.  Check  the 
Prize  List  for  the  exact  date  and 
location.  ^ 

Adopt-A-Classroom 

The  Adopt-A-Classroom  program 
is  entering  its  sixth  year  at  both  Olds 
College  and  Lakeland  College  in 
Vermilion.  The  program,  which  takes 
place  through  Olds  College  and 
Lakeland  College,  has  been  extremely 
successfiil  over  the  past  five  years. 

This  year,  six  or  seven  classrooms 
will  be  accepted  in  Vermilion  and  15- 
20  in  Olds. 

The  only  stipulations  for  partici- 
pating are  that  you  MUST  be  able  to 
tour  the  college  at  the  end  of  the  term 
and  you  MUST  be  prepared  to  work 
on  an  ag  theme  throughout  the 
duration  of  the  project  (Olds  -  October 
1994  to  March  1995,  Lakeland  - 
January  -  March  1995). 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  participate 
in  the  program  should  contact  Cindy 
Dixon  at  AITC  (427-2171)  to  register 
their  class.  Cindy  will  then  forward 
your  application  to  the  colleges  where 
you  will  be  matched  with  a  college 
student.  ^ 


Calendar  of  Events 

NB:  Free  resources  are  available  at  any  lime! 
Conserving  Soil  books  are  now  available  en  fran^ais! 


1994 


August 


Ag  in  the  Classroom  Fall  Newsletter 

*  The  Newsletter  is  a  great  place  for  ideas  and 

resources  for  developing  your  units  for  the  year. 

September 

1        AITC  begins  recruiting  Ag  Ambassadors  from 

Edmonton  and  Northern  Alberta 
October 

Ag  Ambassador  recruiting  continues 

Olds  College  begins  their  Adopt-A-Classroom 

program 

November 

AITC  Christmas  Newsletter  distributed 
1995  Ag  Ambassador  Fair  Prize  List  distributed 
Ag  Ambassador  recruiting  continues 
Adopt-A-Classroom  continues  in  Olds 

December 

25      Merry  Christmas! 

I  -3 1    Think  about  what  you'll  do  for  the  Fair 


1995 


January 

1        Happy  New  Year! 


AITC  New  Year's  Newsletter 

START  YOUR  FAIR  PROJECTS 

Lakeland  College  begins  their  Adopt-A-Classroom 

program 

1995  Summer  Agricultural  Education  Institute 

applications  available 
February 
March 

Deadline  for  Ag  Ambassador  Fair  entries 
AITC  Spring/Summer  Newsletter  distributed 
Adopt-A-Classroom  tours  in  Olds  Vermilion 


April 


30 

May 
June 

4-11 

5 


July 


Ag  Ambassador  Fair  (See  Christmas  Newsletter  for 

date,  place  and  1995  Prize  List) 

Agriculture  Week 

Soil  Conservation  Week 

1995  Summer  Agricultural  Education  Institute 

application  deadline 


Environment  Week 
World  Environment  Day 
SCHOOL'S  OUT  ~  Happy  Holidays! 


1 995  Summer  Agricultural  Education  Institute, 
Lethbridge  Community  College 
Farm  Safety  Week 


For  your  convenience,  we  have  provided  this  mail  in  slip.  Please  fill  it  out  and  send  it  with  your  "What  have  you  done 
with  me  lately?"  article.  If  you  would  like  more  information,  more  resources,  or  simply  have  a  suggestion,  fill  in  the 
appropriate  area(s)  and  send  it  to  us. 

\-  


Please  send  me: 

(Check  as  many  as  apply.) 


Ag  &  Me 
Division  1  Handbooks 
Gr.ia    Gr.2a    Gr.SG  3+U 

Pride  in  Alberta 

Division  2  Handbooks 

Or.  4  a  Gr.Sa  Gr.6U  4+U 


Space  Age  Agriculture 
Division  3  Handbooks 
Social  Studies  □  Science  □ 


[33  Business  of  Agriculture 
Division  4  Handbooks 
Social  Studies  □      Science  □    CALM  □ 

□  1 994  Resource  Listing 

□  Guidelines  for  running  your  own  fair 

□  Story  Book  Series 

□  1 995  S AEI  Application 

□  Other 


National  Library  ot  uaiiaaa 
Bibliotheque  Rationale  du  Canada 


Go  Get  'Em! 

Now  you  know: 

What  your  resources  are; 

Where  they  are; 

How  to  get  them;  and 

How  to  use  them. 

So. ..Just  do  it. 

Remember,  as  educators  it  is 
our  responsibility  to  be  facilitators 
for  creative  learning.  The  agricul- 
ture industry  will  help  you  spice  up 
your  classroom.  ^ 


Next  Issue 

♦  What  have  you  done  with  me 
lately?  answers 

♦  Resource  highlight 

♦  1995  Fair  Prize  List 

♦  Finance  your  own  field  trip 

♦  Agriculture  chemicals  activity 
&  resource  package 


Hangin' 


3  3286  50555  6460 


In 


Great  geniuses  have  the  i  Little  things  affect  little 
shortest  biographies.  minds. 

Plato  Benjamin  Disraeli 


What  we  anticipate  seldom  occurs,  what  we  least 
expected  generally  happens. 

Benjamin  Disraeli 

Nothing  great  was  ever  acheived  without  enthusiasm. 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 


"Make  Ag  Your  Bag 


Name: 
School  Name: 
School  Address: 

Postal  Code: 


MAIL  TO: 

Ag  in  the  Classroom  Program 
2nd  Floor,  7000-113  St. 
Edmonton,  AB 
T6H  5T6 


Recommendations  and  suggestions  for  other  resources. 


